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Second Annual June 27-29

Welcome to the Second Annual Survivors Gathering
hosted by Survivors' Secretariat. We welcome you all to
the Six Nations of the Grand River and Mississaugas of
the Credit First Nation territory.

- Survivors' Secretariat Board & Staff

This year's Gathering will include Survivors of the Mohawk Institute from 17 impacted
communities. Approximately 100 Survivors of the Mohawk Institute, having attended the
school between 1942-1970, will be joining their peers over the course of 3 days. The
Gathering is Survivor-focused, and we hope to provide you with meaningful updates on the
progress of the Survivors' Secretariat while also seeking your insight and guidance as we
work to

The first two days of the Gathering, June 27 and 28, is a private event for Survivors of the
Mohawk Institute and their invited guest. Attendees will be required to show their Gathering
name tags to gain access to Gathering Place by the Grand. Media will not be permitted to
attend on these days.

The third and final day on June 29, is a semi-private event which is open to Survivors of the
Mohawk Institute, their invited guests, and intergenerational Survivors. Registration is
required. You can add your family to the list at the registration/information desk at the
Gathering or direct them to the QR code to self-register. Guests must be on the list in order
to gain access to Chiefswood Park or Gathering Place by the Grand.

About the Second Annual Survivors Gathering

Survivors’ Secretariat has invited our partners to provide first-hand updates to Mohawk
Institute Survivors about our efforts to and the truth
about what happened at the Mohawk Institute during its 140+ years of operation.
Presentations will take place in the mornings of June 27 and June 28 and will be
livestreamed on the Survivors’ Secretariat Facebook page.

Following lunch, Survivors will be invited to participate in Sharing Circles where we will
seek your feedback. This is your opportunity to share your insights amongst your peers and
with the Survivors' Secretariat. These smaller sessions will not be livestreamed however
notetakers will be in each room to help document your comments and suggestions.




Photography & Videography:

Photo, video, and audio recording will be occurring throughout the Survivors Gathering for promotional use
by Survivors’ Secretariat. All attendees will be asked to consent to the potential release and publication of
photos and audio/video recordings by Survivors’ Secretariat at registration.

This authorization includes, without limitation, the right to publish such images on Survivors’ Secretariat
websites, in our reports and publications, PR/promotional materials, fundraising materials, and any other
Survivors’ Secretariat publication. These images may appear in any of a wide variety of formats, including
but not limited to print, broadcast, videotape, and electronic/online media.

PHOTOGRAPHY/VIDEOGRAPHY

Survivors’ Secretariat has hired Mark Burnham Photography to capture the Survivors’ Gathering. He will be taking images throughout the
event to be used for Survivors’ Secretariat’s promotional materials. We have also hired Pynx Production to record and livestream the
Gathering. Video footage will be taken throughout the Gathering for use by the Secretariat.

DOCUMENTARY FILMING

Survivors’ Secretariat has commissioned Sandbay Entertainment to create a documentary about the process to Uncover, Document and
Share the truth about what happened at the Mohawk Institute during its 140+ years of operation. A videography team will be attending
the Gathering to capture B-reel video images to be used in the documentary. Sandbay is also seeking individual interviews; those wishing
to participate should indicate their desire to Secretariat Staff at the registration/information table.

NCTR STATEMENT GATHERING

The National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation (NCTR) will be on-site throughout the Gathering to collect
Survivor statements. Your statement will help create a permanent record of what has happened at Mohawk
Institute Indian Residential School. These statements and experiences will be audio and video recorded, honoured,
and preserved with the NCTR. Private one-on-one statement sessions include the Statement Provider, Statement
Gatherer, Health Support and the Provider’s family or other support. You have the choice of either public (non-
anonymous) or protected (anonymous) statement which can be withdrawn at any time. See your registration
package for additional details. You can sign up to submit a statement at the registration/information table.

JAYS CARE FOUNDATION

Jays Care believes in transformative play. Survivors' Secretariat has invited the Jay's Care Foundation to host a series of family friendly
activities on June 29. One activity will ask Survivors: “if you could use your platform to help share a message from you to future
generations what would that message be?” Video responses may be considered for broadcast during the month of September by the
foundation. Participation is completely voluntary. For more information see your registration package. You can sign up to record a
message at the registration/information table.




Wellness Supports

Cultural and Wellness Health Supports will be available on-site throughout the Gathering.
Support workers will be wearing orange nametags and can be approached at any time for
assistance. Due to the difficult nature of the topics discussed during the Gathering, we
encourage guests to access these supports.

Private rooms are available for one-on-one sessions. Additional cultural supports are
available in the Smudge Room at Gathering Place or at the Scared Fire at Chiefswood
Park. These spaces are intended for relaxation and centring.

SMUDGE ROOM

The Smudge room is located off of the lobby at Gathering Place. It will be a quiet place for Survivors and their guest to relax and reset.
Refreshments and traditional medicines will be available. Wellness supports will be on-site.

SACRED FIRE

A sacred fire will be lit at Chiefswood Park the morning of Tues. June 27 before the start of the Survivors Gathering. The fire will be
tended to until the Gathering closes on Thur. June 29. Refreshments and traditional medicines will be available at the fire throughout this
time. Wellness supports will also be available. The fire can be accessed daily between 5:00 am — 11:00 pm.

If you require immediate support, please contact the Hope for Wellness Help Line at
1-855-242-3310 to access toll-free, 24/7 counselling and crisis intervention. Hope for
Wellness Help Line offers immediate mental health counselling and crisis intervention to all
Indigenous peoples across Canada.

The Indian Residential Schools Crisis Line (1-866-925-4419) is available 24 hours a day for
anyone experiencing pain or distress as a result of their residential school experience.

The Indigenous Victim Services at Six Nations Line (1-866-964-5920). After hours &

weekends: 1-866-445-2204. Available to people living in Brantford, Hamilton or the Six
Nations community.




Additional Programming:

WELCOME DINNER AT BEST WESTERN

Survivors will begin to arrive the evening of June 26. Survivors and their support are invited to a buffet dinner at Myra's inside the Best
Western. Dinner will be available between 6 PM and 9 PM. Guests are then invited to continue to greet their peers at the Survivors Lounge
located inside of the Gretzky Room.

SURVIVORS LOUNGE

A room has been dedicated to Survivors and their guests to meet and mingle inside the Gretzky Room at the Best Western. The room will be
opened daily between 5 PM and 11 PM. Coffee, tea, refreshments, and snacks will be available during these hours. Games and activities will also
be held for those wishing to participate. Wellness Supports will be on-site and will be wearing

SUNRISE CEREMONY

A sunrise ceremony will be held on Tuesday and Wednesday morning. Transportation from the hotel is available and departs at 5:30 AM. The
ceremony will be held at approx. 6 AM. Participants will then be transported to Gathering Place for a continental breakfast between 7:30 AM
and 8:30 AM. Refreshments, traditional medicines and wellness supports will be available on-site.

TRADITIONAL GAMES & PAINTING ACTIVITY

Onkwehonwe Games encourages participants to experience the culture through traditional games and storytelling. Dallas, a former
professional lacrosse player, used games to teach and discuss culture in a safe and positive environment. Participants will have the opportunity
to try a variety of traditional games. Alternatively, guests can participate in a rock painting exercise. Guests can choose to donate their rocks to
Survivors' Secretariat to be displayed in their new medicine garden or take them home.

BY THE GRAND DINNER THEATRE

Enjoy a delicious 3-course, family-style meal highlighting traditional Indigenous cuisine. Community
R AN D knowledge keepers and traditional dancers will share their insights and provide a deeper
DINNER THEATRE understanding of local Haudenosaunee culture.

DOCUMENT SCANNING

Survivors' Secretariat has partnered with Know History historical services to collect photos, documents and records related to the
Mohawk Institute. If you have any documents/images you wish to have archived about yourself or family, register for a time at the
registration/information table.

Survivors' Secretariat staff and volunteers will be wearing purple nametags and can be approached
at any time for assistance. They are all happy to direct you to programming and/or assist you to get
food or refreshments.




TIME

7:00 AM — 7:55 AM

Tuesday, June 27,2023

ACTIVITY

LOCATION

Myra's, Best Western

7:50 AM - 8:25 AM

BUS: Best Western to Gathering Place

Lobby, Best Western

7:30 AM - 8:25 AM

Grand River Hall, Gathering Place

8:30 AM —9:00 AM

Welcoming and Thanksgiving Address

Grand River Hall, Gathering Place

9:00 AM —9:45 AM

Commemoration - Mohawk Village Memorial Park
Roberta Hill & Dawn Hill

Grand River Hall, Gathering Place

9:45 AM - 10:30 AM

Ground Search Efforts - Survivors' Secretariat
Dr. Scott Hamilton, Lead Archeological Advisor

Grand River Hall, Gathering Place

10:30 AM —10:45 AM

Grand River Hall, Gathering Place

10:45 AM - 11:15 AM

Bringing Our Children Home - Survivors' Secretariat
Dr. Beverly Jacobs & Mark Pritchard

Grand River Hall, Gathering Place

11:15 AM - 11:30 AM

Open Mic

Grand River Hall, Gathering Place

11:30 AM - 12:00 PM

Intergenerational Wellness - Survivors' Secretariat
Peter Schuler, Cultural Monitor

Grand River Hall, Gathering Place

12:00 PM —1:00 PM

Grand River Hall, Gathering Place

1:00 PM — 1:45 PM

June 27 Sharing Circle
Guests to select 1 of 5 sessions

Multiple Locations, Gathering Place
See Presentation Page for details

1:45 PM - 2:00 PM

Grand River Hall, Gathering Place

2:00 PM — 2:45 PM

June 27 Sharing Circle
Guests to select 1 of 5 sessions

Multiple Locations, Gathering Place
See Presentation Page for details

2:45 PM - 3:00 PM

BUS: Gathering Place to Chiefswood Park

Grand River Hall, Gathering Place

3:00 PM — 4:45 PM

Traditional Games & Painting Activity

Chiefswood Park

4:45 PM - 5:00 PM

BUS: Chiefswood Park to Gathering Place

Chiefswood Park

5:00 PM - 7:30 PM

Grand River Hall, Gathering Place

7:30 PM - 8:00 PM

BUS: Gathering Place to Best Western, Brantford

Grand River Hall, Gathering Place

8:00 PM —11:00 PM

Gretzky Room, Best Western

A shuttle bus will be provided daily between Chiefswood Park and Gathering Place by the Grand.
Guests are invited to use the shuttle to attend the Scared Fire, NCTR Statement Gathering Cabin,
or the Know History Document Scanning Cabin.




Presentation:

MEMORIAL
PARK

SPEAKER(S)
Roberta Hlll
Dawn Hill, Board of Directors
TOPIC
Commemoration Activities

SPEAKER(S)

Dr. Scott Hamilton,
Archaeological Advisor
TOPIC
Ground Search Activites
at Mohawk Chapel

SPEAKER(S)

Dr. Beverly Jacobs,
Indigenous Human
Rights Monitor
TOPIC
Bringing Our Children
Home

\

SPEAKER(S)
Peter Schuler, Cultural
Monitor
TOPIC
Intergenerational Wellness

MOHAWK VILLAGE MEMORIAL PARK (MVMP)

The MVMP seeks to address the loss of childhood caused by the residential school experience and honour the children
that attended the Mohawk Institute Indian Residential School from 1834 to 1970. MVMP is a charitable organization with
a voluntary board of directors made up of former students of the Mohawk Institute Indian Residential School and their
descendants. MVMP will provide an update on MVMP plans for the park, fundraising efforts, and progress to date.

June 27 Sharing Circle: Mohawk Village Memorial Park | Commemoration

This sharing circle will ask Mohawk Institute Survivors how they would like to see students and impacted communities
commemorated. Participants will get to have a closer look at plans for the MVMP and share their ideas amongst their
peers. A live-draw muralist will capture the conversation.

| r

SURVIVORS' SECRETARIAT

Dr. Scott Hamilton has been advising the Survivors' Secretariat on how to conduct Ground Search efforts on lands
associated with Mohawk Institute. Dr. Hamilton will walk Survivors through the data collection process and will
provide a summary of Ground Search activities to date. He will overview various data collection methods and will
outline the challenges and barriers to data analysis.

June 27 Sharing Circle: Youth Supporting Survivors Summer Students | Ground Search at Mohawk Chapel
This sharing circle will ask participants if they want to share information about where the Ground Search Team should
focus their energy. Participants will also be able to see how a search grid is set up and watch how the Ground
Penetrating Radar machines are operated. Maps and images of the former Institute will be available for reference.

SURVIVORS' SECRETARIAT

The Survivors’ Secretariat has appointed an Indigenous Human Rights Monitor and Police Liaison to oversee the search
for the unmarked burials and missing children associated with the Mohawk Institute. Dr. Jacobs and Mark Pritchard
will provide an update on the shift from a criminal investigation to a Coroner's investigation. They will also share how
the Secretariat is working with Survivors to collect information that may lead to the discovery of unmarked burials or
missing children of the Mohawk Institute.

June 27 Sharing Circle: Investigation into Mohawk Institute | Bringing Our Children Home

In this sharing circle the Indigenous Human Rights Monitor and Police Liaison, who coordinate with the Survivors'
Secretariat, the Office of the Chief Coroner and the Police Task Force, will lead a discussion about the investigative
process and provide an opportunity for Survivors to ask additional questions.

SURVIVORS' SECRETARIAT

The Survivors’ Secretariat seeks guidance from its Cultural Monitors on protocols for wellness for all of those impacted
by the Mohawk Institute Indian Residential School. Peter will speak to how we can help to foster intergenerational and
individual wellness.

June 28 Additional Programming: Survivor Sweat Lodge
Peter will be hosting a sweat lodge for Survivors the evening of June 28. Transportation will be provided from the Hotel
to the lodge. Space is limited and registration is encouraged.




TIME

7:00 AM —7:55 AM

Wednesday, June 28, 2023

ACTIVITY

LOCATION

Myra's, Best Western

7:50 AM - 8:25 AM

BUS: Best Western to Gathering Place

Lobby, Best Western

8:30 AM — 8:45 AM

Welcoming and Thanksgiving Address

Grand River Hall, Gathering Place

8:45 AM —9:30 AM

Document Collection - Know History
Ryan Shackleton, CEO

Grand River Hall, Gathering Place

9:30 AM - 10:15 AM

Survivor Database - Animikii
Jeff Ward, CEO & Jeff Doctor, Impact Strategist

Grand River Hall, Gathering Place

10:15 AM —-10:30 AM

Grand River Hall, Gathering Place

10:30 AM - 11:15 AM

Renovations at Mohawk Institute - Woodland
Tim Johnson, Cultural Consultant, Phase 4 Interpretation

Grand River Hall, Gathering Place

11:15 AM - 11:30 AM

National Historic Site Designation - Parks Canada
Allison Sakar & Brett Levitt

Grand River Hall, Gathering Place

11:30 AM —12:30 PM

Cultural Wellness - Invited Elder
Tom Porter, Spiritual Leader

Grand River Hall, Gathering Place

12:30 PM - 1:15 PM

Grand River Hall, Gathering Place

1:15 PM - 2:00 PM

June 28 Sharing Circle
Guests to select 1 of 5 sessions

Multiple Locations, Gathering
Place
See Presentation Page for details

2:00 PM - 2:15 PM

Grand River Hall, Gathering Place

2:15PM - 3:00 PM

June 28 Sharing Circle
Guests to select 1 of 5 sessions

Multiple Locations, Gathering
Place
See Presentation Page for details

3:00 PM - 3:15 PM

Grand River Hall, Gathering Place

3:15PM - 4:00 PM

Open Mic

Grand River Hall, Gathering Place

4:00 PM - 5:00 PM

Grand River Hall, Gathering Place

5:00 PM — 5:30PM

BUS: Gathering Place to Best Western, Brantford

Grand River Hall, Gathering Place

5:30 PM —-7:30 PM

Multiple Locations
See Optional Programming

8:00 PM — 11:00 PM

Gretzky Room, Best Western

A shuttle bus will be provided daily between Chiefswood Park and Gathering Place by the Grand.
Guests are invited to use the shuttle to attend the Scared Fire, NCTR Statement Gathering Cabin,
or the Know History Document Scanning Cabin.




Presentation:

SPEAKER(S)
Ryan Shackleton
TOPIC
Document Collection
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WOODLAND

CULTURAL CENTRE

SPEAKER(S)

Tim Johnson, Consultant
TOPIC
Renovations at Mohawk
Institute

SPEAKER(S)
Tom Porter, Elder
TOPIC

Cultural Wellness

KNOW HISTORY HISTORICAL SERVICES

Know History is a historical services firm who began work for Survivors’ Secretariat to access and obtain information,
documentation, and records related to children who were taken to the Mohawk Institute. Their presentation will provide
an update on this research and show how it can be used to support the other initiatives of the Survivors’ Secretariat.

June 28 Sharing Circle: Know History | Document Collection & Educational Materials

Know History will host an interactive workshop to continue the conversation about how the ongoing research can be
shared with the public. This workshop will specifically focus on exploring ways to share the history of the Mohawk
Institute through educational materials.

ANIMIKII INDIGENOUS TECHNOLOGY

Animikii is a values-driven Indigenous technology company with products and services focused on website and software
development. Animikii has been hired by Survivors’ Secretariat to create a database for Survivors and intergenerational
Survivors to access records pertaining to their families. The presentation will outline the organization’s approach to the
database creation.

June 28 Sharing Circle: Animikii Indigenous Technology | Survivors Database

This sharing circle will go into further detail about the design of the Community Archive, show what it could look like,
explain how it could function, and seek feedback on how it can be improved. Survivors will have the opportunity to
provide commentary to ensure the best possible database is created.

WOODLAND CULTURAL CENTRE (WCC)

The WCC serves to preserve, promote, and strengthen Indigenous language, culture, art, and history. Through their Save
the Evidence Campaign, WCC has completed renovations to the Mohawk Institute and plans to conduct educational
programming about the school’s legacy.

June 28 Sharing Circle: WCC, Tim Johnson & Parks Canada | Interpretation of Mohawk Institute

This sharing circle will ask Mohawk Institute Survivors about how the school was used throughout time to help inform
educational tours of the Institute. WCC and Parks Canada will also be seeking feedback on whether Survivors think
Mohawk Institute should seek recognition as a National Historic Site.

TOM PORTER, AUTHOR AND SPIRTUAL LEADER

The Survivors’ Secretariat is honoured to have Elder Tom Porter speak at the Survivors Gathering about the importance
of language and culture. Tom has authored various books and pamphlets, all of which teach about Mohawk traditions
and spirituality. He is the spokesman and chief spiritual leader of the Mohawk community of Kanatsiohareke in Fonda,
NY. Akwesasne is his home community.

June 28 Sharing Circle: Tom Porter | Open Dialogue
This sharing circle is an opportunity for Mohawk Institute Survivors to ask additional questions to Tom Porter and engage
in an informal dialogue.




Optional Programming

Transportation will be provided to and from Evening Programming. All buses will depart the Best
Western at 5:30 PM. Please see approximate return times below. Due to seating capacity, it is
encouraged that guests register in advance. You can do this at the registration/information table at
the Gathering or in the Gretzky Room at the hotel. Addresses are listed below for those wishing to

drive themselves.

OPTION 1

BRANTFORD

Exterior & Virtual Tour

A Brantford City Bus will take
guests to view the exterior grounds
of the Mohawk Institute which is
now Woodland Cultural Centre and
Mohawk Village Memorial Park.
Guests will be welcomed with
refreshments and invited to tour the
Woodland Cultural Centre Museum
or watch a Virtual Tour of the
Mohawk Institute. Wellness

supports will be available on-site.

Woodland Cultural Centre
184 Mohawk St, Brantford

H.M Royal Chapel of the Mohawks
301 Mohawk St, Brantford

35 Capacity

This two-hour tour will have guests
returning to the Best Western at
approximately 7:30 pm

OPTION 2

SIX NATIONS

Chiefswood Park or
Six Nations Bingo

Visit the Sacred Fire - Guests and
their families are welcome to visit
Chiefswood Park to attend the
Scared Fire. Traditional medicines
and refreshments will be available
to guests. Wellness supports will be
available on-site.

Six Nations Bingo Hall - Guests over
the age of 18 are invited to attend
the evening session of Bingo. All
guests will receive a S10 gift
certificate towards their play.

Chiefswood Park
1037 Brant County Hwy 54, Ohsweken

Six Nations Bingo Hall
2585 Chiefswood Rd, Ohsweken

55 Capacity
Guests to return to their dropoff

location within 10 minutes of the
last game

OPTION 3
CREDIT FIRST NATION

Co-ed Survivor Sweat
Lodge

Participate in a Sweat Lodge for
Survivors held by one of Survivors’
Secretariat’s Cultural Monitors,
Peter Schuler. Priority will be given
to Survivors to participate.
Participants are to bring a change of
clothing and women are
encouraged to wear a long skirt.
Space is limited and it is
recommended you register for this
activity at the registration
/information table.

Sweat Lodge | Mississauga of the
Credit First Nation
2481 Mississauga Rd, Hagersville

18 Capacity

Guests to return to their dropoff
location by 9:00 pm

If you experience any issues during your evening outing on
Wednesday, June 28 call




Thursday, June 29, 2023

The final day of the Gathering will celebrate the Resilience Of Mohawk Institute r_-'-
Survivors. The semi-private event is open to Survivors of the Mohawk Institute, T™E Tk
their invited guests, and intergenerational Survivors. Registration is required. You p y
can add your family to the list at the registration/information desk at the g
Gathering or direct them to the QR code to self-register. Guests must be on the -
list in order to gain access to Chiefswood Park or Gathering Place by the Grand. E

TIME BUS SCHEDULE

10:15 - 11:00 AM BUS: Best Western to Chiefswood Park & Gathering Place

5:00 - 5:30 PM BUS: Chiefswood Park to Best Western, Brantford

Shuttle Buses will be available to go in between Gathering

ON-GOING Place and Chiefswood Park throughout the day

9:00 - 11:00 AM
11:15 - 1:00 PM The Nature of Healing Documentary
1:00 - 1:30 PM
1:30 - 2:30 PM Mohawk Institute Virtual Tour
2:30 - 3:00 PM WELLNESS BREAK
3:00 - 4:45 PM The Nature of Healing Documentary
TIME CHIEFWOOD PARK GROUNDS STAGE & MAIN TENT

11:00 - 11:30 AM Welcoming — Survivors’ Secretariat

11:30 - 12:30 PM Open Mic

12:30 - 1:30 PM Vendor Fair Jays Care Tabletop Games

1:30 - 2:00 PM Food Trucks Open Mic

Canoeing and Kayaking on the Grand

2:00 - 3:00 PM Woodland Cultural Centre Crafting Big Drum & Jingle Dress Dancing
3:00 - 3:30 PM Splash Pad Open Mic

3:30 - 4:30 PM Jays Care Tabletop Games

4:30 - 5:00 PM Open Mic

5:00 - 5:30 PM Pick up in front of Tourism Office BUS: to Best Western, Brantford

Sign Up for the Open Mic at the Registration/Information Table
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Notes




Addresses

For those wishing to drive themselves, a list of locations has been provided below. If you
have any issues while traveling you can contact Survivors’ Secretariat at

ACCOMMODATIONS ) PROGRAMMING LOCATIONS

Best Western Brantford Woodland Cultural Centre | www.woodlandculturalcentre.ca

19 Holiday Dr, Brantford, ON N3R 7J4 184 Mohawk St, Brantford, ON N3S 2X2
519-753-8651

H.M. Royal Chapel of the Mohawks | www.mohawkchapel.ca

CONFERENCE LOCATIONS N 301 Mohawk St, Brantford, ON N3T5LN

Gathering Place by the Grand | www.bythegrand.ca Six Nations Bingo Hall | www.sixnationsbingo.ca
2593 Chiefswood Rd, Ohsweken, ON NOA 1MO 2585 Chiefswood Rd, Ohsweken, ON NOA IMO
Chiefswood Park, Six Nations | ww.chiefswoodpark.ca Sweat Lodge | Mississauga of the Credit First Nation
1037 Brant County Hwy 54, Ohsweken, ON NOA IMO 2481 Mississauga Rd, Hagersville, ON NOA 1HO

(. J _ )

To view the Gathering's agenda from your phone, register for any one of our programming
elements or add your family to the June 29 Family Gathering Guest List scan the QR code below
or visit

View Digital
Agenda
Add your family
to the June 29
Guest List
Register For
Programming

SURVIVORS’ @ WWwWw.survivorssecretariat.ca
Y/ SECRETARIAT

2676 Fourth Line Road, P.O. Box 460
Ohsweken, ON NOA 1MO lfoj' @survivorssecretariat

n www.facebook.com/survivorssecretariat




SURVIVORS’
SECRETARIAT

Bringing Our Children Home

Document.
Uncover.
Share.

WWW.survivorssecretariat.ca



